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1 CHRONICLES xxix. 27, 28. 


------Thirty and three years reigned 
he in Jeruſalem : and be died in 
a good old age; full of days, 
riches, and honour : and Solomon 


=-=-reigned in his ſtead. 


KXX#OU are at no loſs to determine, 
" Y in general, as to the intended ap- 

lication of the hiſtorical paſſage 
— Ky read. The a habit 
in which moſt of you appear, beſpeaks the 
awful event which has directed our thoughts 
to a ſubje& of this nature: and there can 
be no doubt but that every heart in this aſ- 
ſembly deeply feels and deplores the fad 
occaſion. The removalof a King, whoſe 
character was fo reſpectable, and his reign 


ſo eminently glorious, as thoſe of our late 
SOVER=- 


(2) 

SOVEREIGN, is an event, an inſenſibility 
of which, in any who had the happineſs 
of living under his government, would 
argue the groſſeſt ſtupidity, or baſeſt in- 
gratitude. But this we are not willing to 
ſuppoſe of a ſingle inhabitant of Britain: 
and by no means could we ſuffer this aw- 
ful ſtroke of Providence to paſs without 
ſome particular notice from this place. 
There ſeems, indeed, to be a peculiar pro- 
priety in paying this ſmall tribute of reſpect 
to the memory of our departed SOVEREIGN 
in the places of our religions meetings ; 
(a) ſeeing that by him we ſo long enjoyed 
the full liberty of thus aſſembling our- 
ſelves together ; a deed fo worthy and im- 
portant, among the many others which 
were done to this nation, by his providence, 
under that of the Moſt High. And as the 
brief hiſtorical account of the reign and 
death of King David, contained in the 
text, appears to be directly and ſtrictly ap- 
plicable on the preſent occaſion ; the at- 
tempt which ſhall now be made to aſſiſt 
your meditations upon it in this view, will, 
it is hoped, be attended to with candour, 
and 


(a) Ads xxiv. 2, 


2 CW 2 


27 


and not be altogether unacceptable or uſe- 
leſs 


In purſuance of this, we ſhall 


I. Offer ſome remarks on the ſeve- 
ral particulars, of the ſhort account given 
in the text, of the reign and death of 
King David; the ſcope of which will be 
to illuſtrate in general, how far what is 
related of him argues any rea} excellence 
of character, or reflects true worth on a 
Prince. 


II. Repreſent the peculiar obligations 
which any people are under to the good- 
neſs of God, who, as in the caſe of Da- 
vid, on the removal of a great and valu- 
able King, have the happinets of ſeeing 
the peacetul ſettlement of a ſucceſſor to the 
throne, in whom they have juſt ground for 
pleaſing expectations. 


After which, we ſhall apply the ſub- 
ject, both in reference to our late SOyEREIGN 
and the preſent Succeſſor to his throne : 
with a view to fix on our hearts a grateful 


ſenſe of the goodneſs of God, in what we 
B 2 have 
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have enjoyed under the one, and have to 
hope from the other ; to perpetuate that 
reſpectful memory which is due to Him 
who is now. departed, and to eſtabliſh that 
affection and loyalty which we ought to 
maintain towards his RIGHTFUL and PRO“ 
MisING HE1R, who reigns in his ſtead. 


We are 


1. To offer ſome remarks on the ſeveral 
particulars, of the brief account given in 
the text, of the reign and death of King 
David ; in order to aſcertain what is truly 
excellent and valuable in them. 


It is obſervable that the three particulars 
for which the memory of King David 
is celebrated in the text, are, in the book of 
Proverbs, mentioned together, as ſome of 
thoſe diſtinguiſhing bleſſings which religi- 
ous wiſdom has to beſtow on thoſe who 
will/hearken to and follow her inſtructions: 
« (6) Length of days is in her right hand, 
© and in her left riches and honour;“ not 
that we are, therefore, to ſuppoſe that an 

àadher- 


(5) Proverbs, iii. 16. 


Il 
it 


(5) 

adherence to the dictates of this wiſdom 
will be productive of a conſtant and invari- 
able diſtinction, between perſons of this 
character and the reſt of mankind, in the 
ſeveral reſpects juſt mentioned. Such, in- 
deed, is the order and connection of 
things, which God has eſtabliſhed, that 
the practice of virtue has, naturally, a be- 
neficial tendency in each of theſe views; 
while the contrary effects naturally reſult 
from a vicious conduct. And under the 
Jewiſh diſpenſation, theſe original different 
tendencies of virtue and vice ſeem further 
to have been ſupported by the interpoſition 
of a ſpecial providence with regard to that 
people in favour oſ the righteous, and for 
the puniſhment of the wicked ; agreeable 
to the particular ſanctions of the Moſaick 
law, which, it is well known, were of a 
temporal nature. But, now, though the 
original order and tendency of things is rhe 
ſame, in every age, and with reſpect to 
every people under heaven: and the prac- 
tice of righteouſneſs muſt always have a 
friendly influence towards ſecuring thoſe 
bleſſings, which, in the paſſage before re- 
cited, wiſdom is repreſented as holding in 
her hands, ready to conter on her follow- 

ers 
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ers: yet, certain is it from fact and expe- 
rience, that theſe favours are not univerial- 
ly enjoyed by the righteous, or appropriate 
to perſons of this character; and cannot, 
therefore, be juſtly conlidered as flowing, 
in every caſe, from real worth and exccl- 
lence in thoſe who are poſiefſed of them. 
How far, and on what accounts, each of 
theſe giits reflects real worth on thoſe Prin- 
ces to whom they are granted, we now 
proceed to thew, by a diſtinct enlargement 
on them, according to the order in which 
they lie in the text, as related concerning 
King David. 


The firſt particular, then, taken notice 
of in the text, is the length of his life and 
reign: © Thirty and three years reigned 
« he in Jeruſalem, and he died in a good 
« old age, full of days.” The whole of 
his reign was forty years; ſeven years in 
Hebron, and thirty-three years in Jeruſa- 
lem. During the former of theſe periods, 
his government was very much confined to 
the tribe of Judah ; but, after that, it was 
extended over all the twelve tribes; and as 
the hiſtory informs us that he was thirty 
years old when he began to reign, the 

whole 


SH 


whole amount of his life, therefore, was 
ſeventy years: a life and reign, in thoſe 
days, of no inconſiderable length! 


It is not, however, the lot of every good 


King to be thus diſtinguiſhed. Princes, as 
well as others, may fall victims to the 
ſtroke of death in early life. Thoſe who 


bid fair for filling the ſeat of Majeſty with 
eminent honour, and bleſſing a people as 


the guardian of their rights and liberties, 
may be cut off, before any, or but little, 


opportunity has been given them of exert- 


ing thoſe great and noble qualities with 
which they were endowed: of which the 
hiſtory of this nation is not without affect. 
ing inſtances . The time of the mightieſt 
Monarch is alike in the hand of God as that 
of the meaneſt ſlave, and he lengthens or 
contracts it juſt as he ſees fit. At that ve- 
ry inſtant, when the great arbiter of life 
and death pleafes, their breath departs 


from them, and all their purpoſes are bro. 
ken off. 


But, 


2 King Edward the VIth and the Father of his pre- 
ſent Majeſty. 
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But, though the lives of all the Princes 
and Potentates of the earth- are thus abſo- 
lutely at the divine diſpoſal; it is, yet, 
certain, as ſobriety and temperance natu- 
rally conduce to the preſervation of lite, 
that Kings, as well as the reſt of mankind, 
may, by the practice of theſe virtues, very 
much contribute towards ſecuring to them- 
ſelves the bleſſing of length of days, which 
is the natural fruit of them. And when 
God, in his all-wiſe Providence, is graci- 
ouſly pleaſed to lengthen out the life of a 
valuable King, to a good old age; and he, 
who is thus diſtinguiſhed, has alſo diſtin- 
guiſhed himſelf, by thoſe virtues which 
are naturally conducive to life and health; 
the old age of a King, of this character, and 
under ſuch circumſtances, does itſelf add a 
peculiar dignity to him while living, and 
mult render the memory of him particular- 
ly venerable, when, through the unavoid- 
able diſſolution of worn-out nature, he is 
no more. There is a ſingular degree of 
reſpect due to old age, accompanied with 
virtue, wherever it be found. The hoary 
head of a good man cannot fail to be high- 


ly reverenced by all, but the moſt worth- 
leſs + 


7 9) 
leſs and abandoned. And, ſurely, the re- 
ſpect and veneration, of which age is wor- 
thy, are not leſſened when a King is the 
poſſeſſor of it. Has a nation been bleſſed 
with a King, whoſe life and reign have 
been continued to an unuſual length; and 
who, throughout the courſe of his reign, 


truly merited the character of the father of 


his people ; and the duration of whoſe life, 
under the favour of Providence, was not a 
little to be attributed to his temperate 
regular way of living, amidſt all the full- 
neſs and elegancies of a royal table, and 
the pleaſures of a court ? certainly, old age, 
in the perſon of Majeſty, adorned with ſuch 
a character, muſt be eminently venerable; 


and not a little does it enforce the moſt 


reſpetful remembrance of ſuch a King, 


that he died in a good old age, full 
of days.” 


The ſecond particular, for which Da- 
vid ſtands Ciſtinguiſhed in the text, is, 
his riches. He was full of riches, as 
well as days. Now, not to enter particu- 
larly into the hiſtory of King David in 
this reſpect, which would be more cri- 
tical than uſeful to our preſent purpoſe; 
| O we 
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(10) 
we would obſerve in general, that the 
riches of a King are, moſt properly, thoſe 
of the nation over which he preſides. Un- 
der theſe, are included the revenues to 
the crown; the produce of the trade and 
commerce of a kingdom, ariſing, either 
out of the materials of its own native 
growth or manufacture, the art or la- 
bour of its inhabitants, or from its ſettle- 
ments and plantations in other diſtant 
parts; its captures in war; and, in a 
word, whatever contributes, in any way, 
to the opulence of a nation, Theſe are, 
moſt properly, the riches of a King; and, 
in the moſt important ſenſe, he only can 
be faid to be full of riches as a King, 
whoſe crown and kingdom have derived 
a conſiderable ſhare of opulence, from 
the forementioned, and ſuch like, ſources. 
And ſo far as a King eſpouſes and pa- 
tronizes thoſe meaſures alone which are 
lawful and honourable, for ſecuring and 
increaſing the national wealth ; the riches 
of his kingdom, which are thus acquired, 
muſt, without doubt, reflect real worth 
on him; and. aggrandize his * 
together with his fortune. 


Indeed 


as 
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Indeed, where there is an undue ſtretch 
of power, to enhance the revenues of the 
ſtate; illicit and baſe methods of com- 
merce are carried on; unjuſt depredations 
made on other kingdoms; unprovoked 
hoſtilities commenced ; captures unlawful- 
ly gotten in time of war; and ſuch pro- 
ceedings are countenanced or connived at 
by the Prince; ſuppoſing it poſſible for a 
ſtate or kingdom to become, in any con- 
ſiderable degree, opulent by thoſe mea- 
ſures; it will not admit of a diſpute that 
the largeſt treaſures, thus produced, could 
only ſerve as monuments, either of a cri- 
minal indolence of temper, or of the vileſt 
artifice, in a King; and muſt render his 
name and memory exceeding infamous, 
in the eye of all who had any regard to 
the obligations of juſtice, or the intereſts 
of ſociety in general. 


But, where the authority of a ſtate is 
not exerciſed beyond its proper limits; no 
unnecefſary or | rigorous exactigns are 
made on the ſubject ;- no ways of traffick 
encauraged or admitted of, but ſuch. as 


juſtice and honour dictate; and a due 


regard is paid to the rights of other na- 
2 tions; 
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tions; when war is only engaged in, be- 
cauſe made neceſſary by illegal hoſtile in- 
vaſions of the undoubted property of a 
kingdom, from the adverſc party, in vio- 
lation of the moſt ſolemn treaties ; and, 
in a war thus (cauſed, care is taken that 
the known and allowed laws of war are 
ſtrictly obſerved, and no fraudulent ſci- 
zures made: when a ſtate and kingdom 
have been thus managed; with a king at 
their head, whoſe conſtant aim and en- 
deavour have been to eſtabliſh, and 

mote, to the utmoſt of his ablility, ſuch 
righteous and equitable meaſures of con- 
duct ; and, by purſuing theſe meaſures, 
the national wealth is conſiderably aug- 
mented ;—that a ſtate and kingdom have, 
by theſe means, become eventually full of 
riches, 1s juſtly to be confidered as re- 
dounding much to the credit of the King 
that ruled. And it can ſcarce fail to be 
true of ſuch a King—that in every valu- 
able ſenſe he will be full of honour, both 
living and dying. Which ſuggeſts to our: 
conſideration 


The laſt particular, as to King Da- 
vid, in the text; “He died full of ho- 


nour,” ' 
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nour.“ And under this may be included, 


the glorious events with which his reign 
was diſtinguiſhed; the acceſſions which 
he gained to the ſtrength and grandeur 
of his kingdom; and the eſteem and af- 
fection which he acquired among his 


people: all which, but eſpecially the lat- 


ter, conſtitute the nonNouUR of a KING. 


We cannot, indeed, but obſerve here, 
and it ſhould be carefully attended to,— 
that the goodneſs of God is the original 
ſource of all national proſperity and hap- 
pineſs. Both riches and honour are his 
gifts. All the real glories of a King ;— 


the ſtability and magnificence of his king- , 


dom; and every addition that is made 
to them; an obedient and affectionate peo- 
ple: all theſe glories of a King come, o- 
riginally, from him who is the King of 
Kings and Lord of Lords, and who 1s, 
therefore, to be adored and reverenced 
by the mightieſt Kings and Potentates of 
the earth, as the Author of all that ſplen- 
dour in which they ſhine. 


Accordingly, King David, in a noble 
ſtrain of piety, thus addreſſes God, (c) 


ce Thine, 
(c) Chron. xxix. 11, 12, 13. 


( 14 ) 

« Thine, O Lord, is the greatneſs, and the 
„power, and the glory, and the victory, 
« and the majeſty; for all that is in the 
« heaven and in the earth is thine. Thine 
js the kingdom, O Lord, and thou art 
« exalted as head above all. Both riches 
« and honour come of thee, and thou geign- 
*« eſt over all: and in thine hand is power 
« and might, and in thine hand it is to 
© make great, and to give ſtrength to all. 
« Now therefore, our Gog, we thank thee, 
* and praiſe thy glorious name.” 


The dependence of Kings on the all- 
preſiding Providence of God, does, how- 
ever, by no means detract from the worth 
and importance of thoſe honours with 
which they are diſtinguiſhed ; or, in the 
leaſt, eclipſe that luſtre which is hereby 
caſt on their reign. But, on the contrary, 
—that theſe honours are the favours of 
the all- perfect Ruler of the world, is a 
conſideration that really enhances the va- 
lue of them, and gives an additional 
weight of dignity to the Prince who is 
poſſeſſed of them. " 


Has 


(15) 
| Has the reign of a King, then, been ſig- 


nalized, by many great and glorious e- 


vents, in favour of the kingdom over 
which he ruled? Have the trade and 


commerce of the nation remarkably flou- 
riſhed in his time ? When obliged to have 
recourſe to war, in defence of his rights, 
have his arms been crowned with ſucceſſes 


almoſt unparalleled, both as to their num- 


ber and importance ? Have his dominions, 
by means of theſe ſucceſſes, been enlarged ; 
and ſuch additions made to them as were 
truly valuable ; new ſources of commerce 
laid open; or thoſe of which the nation 
was before poſſeſſed, rendered more de- 
fenſible againſt the invaſions of the ene- 
my, by new and conſiderable acquiſitions 
in the ſurrounding country ? Has the 
reign of a King been ſignalized by ſo 
many peculiarly great and glorious e- 
vents ; while no meafures have been en- 
couraged, for thus aggrandizing his king- 
dom, but ſuch as were juſt and equi- 
table : events like theſe, muft render that 
reign, which has been ſo diſtinguiſhed, 
highly honourable; and do, indeed, 
ſerm to * out the King, under whoſe 
admi- 


* 


6 
adminiſtration they have taken place, as 
one whom God delighted to honour. 


1 further, the King, who has been 
honoured by ſuch glorious events in his 
reign, has, in an eminent degree, ſhared 
the ſtill more valuable honour ariſing from 
the eſteem and affection of his people; 
how compleat and exalted muſt be the 
glory of ſuch a King! His honour, in the 
laſt view of it, carries in it a full and con- 
vincing teſtimony of real worth and ex- 
cellence of character. A bad and worth- 
leſs Prince may, indeed, be compliment- 
ed with the fawning adulations of a few 
dependant or expecting Paraſites, who 
would pay the ſame homage to that be- 
ing who is the father of lies, could they 
hope to receive equal advantage from it. 
But a King who is highly eſteemed by 
all orders and ranks of men, high and 
low, rich and poor; by thoſe who have 
no expectations from him, but ſuch as are 
common to all his ſubjects, terminating 
in his zealous attachment to the intereſts 
of the nation, and endeavour to ſecure 
its rights and liberties; a King, whoſe 
death, when become the object of appre- 

henſion, 
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(17) . 
henſion, through his advanced age, is an- 
ticipated with great concern, and fincere- 
ly and deeply lamented when the dread- 
ed event has come to paſs; and this too, 


though there were the faireſt appearan- + 


ces of a happy ſucceſſion to the throne ; 
a King who is thus honoured, it ma 
well be preſumed, is highly worthy of 
it, and has truly merited the character 
of the father of that people who bore. 
ſuch an affection towards him. Haughty 
and tyrannical Princes may be ſervilely 


feared, but a righteous and merciful King. 


can alone be beloved by his people. 


And here, if in any caſe, one would be 
apt to wiſh an exception from the ge- 
neral law of mortality; but religion 
checks the thought, ſuggeiting—that it 
is the appointment of the great Father 
and Governour of the univerſe, that 
all the ſons of men, even the greateſt and 
beſt, Princes as well as others, mult die, 
and return to their original duſt. And 
to the will of that ſupremely wiſe, righte- 
ous, and merciful Being, ſhould every 
nation be entirely ſubmiſſive, whenever 

it pleaſes him to oy period to the _ 

0 
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of their SoveREIGN, however valuable 
and dear to them. Humanity cannot, 
indeed, but feel the ſtroke, and deeply 
deplore the loſs, at the removal of a great 
and much-beloved Kixs ; yet, ſince the 
Lord giveth, and the Lord taketh away, 
ever magnified be his holy name. And 
the ſame Almighty Power, which has, 
at any time, ſet on the throne of a king- 
dom excellent and renowned Princes, can 
raiſe up others to ſucceed, inheriting the 
valuable endowments of their illuſtrious 
Anceſtors, and whoſe reign ſhall be alike 
beneficial and honourable. And in this 
reſpect ſome nations have had abundant 
experience of the divine mercy. Which 
leads me 


II. To repreſent the peculiar obligati- 
ons which any people are under to the 
goodneſs of God, who, as in the caſe 
of David, on the removal of a great and 
venerable King, have the happineſs of ſee- 
ing the peaceful ſettlement of a ſucceſſor 
to the throne, in whom they have juſt 
ground for pleaſing expectations. On the 
demiſe of King David, Solomon reigned 
in his ftead; a Prince remarkably well 
20 quali- 


( 19 ) 


qualified for the important concerns &f 
government. As the ſacred hiſtorian; in- 
forms us, (d) The Lord magnified 
« Solomon exceedingly in the ſight of 
e all Iſrael, and beſtowed. upon him ſuch 
% royal Majeſty as had not been on any 
« King before him in Iſrael.” And to 
that God, who raiſed up, and, in this 
remarkable manner, dignified King Solo- 
mon, is the invaluable bleſſing of a hap- 
py ſucceſſion to the throne of any king- 
dom, and in every inſtance, to be at- 
tributed, 0 


Princes, as well as others, are the off- 
ſpring of God. Every agreeable and hap- 
py connection, which they form, is under 
the ſuperintendence and favour of his 
Providence. Their royal iſſue are (e) 
<« the heritage of the Lord, and the fruit 
« of the womb is his reward.” It is by 
help obtained from him that they are 
carried ſafe through the dangers of in- 
fancy and youth, and reared to a ſtate 
of manhood. Every lovely or promiſing 
quality with which a Prince 1s. naturally 

| D 2 en- 


ca) Chron. xxix. 25. (ec) Pſa m 127 3. 
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40 
endowed, to ſpeak properly, is the gift 
of the God of nature. And from him 
come all the advantages which they en- 
joy, for enriching their minds with know- 
ledge and wiſdom, and forming them to 
a capacity for filling their high {ſtations 
with uſefulneſs and honour. The wiie 
and affectionate parent, the faithful in- 
ſtructor and guardian, ſalutary counſels, 
and good examples, are all owing to the 
favourable diſpoſitions of the Providence 
of God. Not that we would forget the 
praiſe that is due to a princely Parent, 
or any who have been concerned in the 
education of a royal Progeny, on account 
of the pains which they have taken, tb 
inſtill into the tender minds of thoſe com- 
mitted to their care the principles of wiſ- 
dom and virtue; for which ſervice they 
are certainly entitled to the reſpect and 
honour of all the people of the land. 
Nor would we, by any means, leſſen the 
merit accruing to a PRINct himſelf, from 
a careful attention. to the inſtructions gi- 
ven him, and his own perſonal endea- 
yours to improve and adorn his mind; 
without which the beſt inſtructions, and 
the greateſt external advantages, could be 
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of no avail. But, at the ſame time, it 
is carefully to be remembered—that Prin- 
ces, as well as the reſt of mankind, are 
derived and dependant beings; that thoſe 
who are fitted to rule, and likely to dif- 
charge that important truſt greatly for 
the advantage of a nation, are raiſed up 
by God, and owe all their capacities for 
government, originally, to the favour of 
his Providence: and he is, therefore, ſu- 
premely to be adored by all the inhabi- 
tants of a kingdom, which is at any 
time bleſſed with a Prince of this cha- 
racter. And O!] how great is the good- 
neſs of God to a people, who have been 
diſtinguiſhed by a repeated ſucceſſion of 
ſuch Princes; and who, on the removal 
of one whole life has been drawn out 
to an age at which very few of the ſons 
of men arrive, have the conſolation of 
beholding another of the fame noble race, 
grown to a ſtate of manhood, adorned 
with the moſt lovely and promiſing qua- 
lities, bidding fair, in every reſpect, to 


become, like his great Anceſters, the glo- 


ry and delight of the nation; beholding, 
I fay, ſuch a Prince aſcending the throne, 


with the general approbation and choice 


of 
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of perſons of every order and.rank, as 
fully expreſſing their ſatisfaction and joy 
on the occaſion, as their concern at the 
death of their late venerable and moſt be- 
loved King would admit of: O! how 
unſpeakably great is the goodneſs of God 
to a people whom he thus honoureth and 
blefſeth ! How vaſt and complicated the 
favour !—to raiſe up another Succeſſor of 
the ſame noble line, which has for a long 
time before, and with ſo much honour, 
filled the throne; to qualify him fo abun- 
dantly for the regal capacity; to ripen his 

ears to ſuch a degree before the removal 
of his royal ' Predeceſſor ; and to give him 
ſo peaceful and honourable an acceſſion 
to the throne, without any to diſpute his 
right, and with general ſatisfaction and 


_ - applauſe: what thanks are due to the 


great King of Kings and Governour of 
the nations, from a people on whom he 
confers ſuch important bleſſings as theſe! 
With what gratitude ſhould they celebrate 
the mercy of the Lord towards them ! 
How careful ſhould they be to expreſs 
a lively ſenſe of it;—by walking before 
God in righteouſneſs and holineſs all the 
days of their lives; by maintaining — 

teiti- 
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teſtifying, in every proper way, their af- 
fection and loyalty to the King whom 
God has graciouſly given them, to repair 
the breach which his providence made ; 
and by contributing, all that in them les, 


towards rendering his reign as eaſy and 


glorious as thoſe of his renowned family 
who have gone before him. 


And ſuch, now, O! ye people of this 
land, are the obligations which the good- 
neſs of God has brought you under: of 
which we would take ſome farther no- 
tice, after having reflected, a little, on the 
loſs we have ſuſtained in the removal of 


our late highly excellent and univerſally 


beloved King, GEORGE the Second. 


And, changing only the place of go- 
vernment, what is related of King David 
in the text was not, in every particular, 
more ſtrictly true of him than of the 
King whoſe death we deplore. 


„ Thirty and three years reigned King 
« GEORGE the Second in Britain; 
« and he died in à good old age, full of 


« days, riches, and honour.” 
But 
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But a very few weeks ſhort of the term 
of Seventy-ſeven years was the life of 
our late SOVEREIGN, an age to which 
very few . attain ; and to the con- 
tinuance of which, be it mentioned to 
his honour, the known temperance and 
regularity of his life were, not a little, 
fubſervient: thus venerable was he be- 
come by his age! and yet, to the laſt, 
retained his capacity for engaging, as far 
as was neceſſary, in the buſineſs of the 
ſtate; and ſhewed that affectionate con- 
cern for the welfare of his kingdom, 
which ever appeared to have had the ſtrong- 
eſt aſcendency in his heart. — That he 
was full of riches, in reſpect of the 
wealth of the nation over which he 
reigned, (the true riches of a King) 
as well as what was his own perſonal 
property, is well known to all who are 
in the leaſt acquainted with the preſent 
ſtate of the nation; and 1s ſufficiently 
known in other countries, to excite the 
envy of their, comparatively, poor and 
petty monarchs: nor let inconſiderate- 
neſs or raſhineſs ever ſuggeſt the ſuſpici- 
on- that a King, who ruled like GEORGE 
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the Second, did not regard the national 
wealth as his richeſt and moſt valuable 
treaſure: and, be it remembered, —he 
was full of honcur as well as ' riches. 
Was David's reign diſtinguiſhed by glo- 
rious events in behalf of his kingdom? 
that of our late SovEREIGN, was emi— 
nently ſo: witneſs, the flouriſhing con- 
dition of our trade and commerce ; the 
repeated fignal victories gained in the 
courſe of the preſent war; the many 
important acquititions obtained, in vari- 
ous, and widely diſtant parts. And where 
is the King now living, in any other 
nation under heaven, who is venerated 
and beloved as was Britain's late King ? 
And, indeed, who that lived under his 
government but muſt exceedingly reſpect 
and love him? Where is the ſubject whoſe 
right he ever attempted to invade ? Whoſe 
property was not ſecure to him, and who 
did not enjoy the moſt valuable liberties 
under him ? How merciful was his treat- 
ment of thoſe who dared, moſt ungrate- 
fully, to riſe up in rebellion againſt his 
righteous authority] making ſo few ex- 
amples, among the numbers of im | 
veriſhed deſperate ruffians that embarked 

E in 
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in this execrable undertaking. So ſteadily, 
indeed, did he act for the good of his 
country, and ſo uninterrupted was the flow 
of the various important bleſſings of his 
adminiſtration, that of thoſe who were 
once his enemies, or very lightly re- 
garded him, not a few, borne down by 
his long-tried and experienced goodneſe, 
have been converted into hearty and zeal- 
ous friends to his perſon and government. 


But, ah! the King whoſe character was 
ſo reſpectable, whole reign ſo glorious, 
and whom we all ſo much venerated and 
loved, 1s now numbered among the dead, 
and all his thoughts of concern and love 
for his people are periſhed. O! my fel- 
| hw Britons, who but muſt deeply lament 
the loſs of a King of ſuch conſpicuous and 
eminent worth ? to drop the tear of af. 
fection, on an occaſion like this, is becom. 
ing and manly ; to be unaffected, the ſtate 
only of the moſt unteeling and ungrateful 
heart. But ye all, I am perſuaded, and 
every true Briton, muſt be deeply ſenſible 
of the loſs. Ever dear to vou will be the 
memory of that great Ring, who is now 
fallen in this land : and his name muſt 
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ever ſtand highly diſtinguiſhed, by the 
annals of this nation, to the lateſt poſ- 
terity. 


But I muſt now turn your attention to 
the comfort which the abundant mercy of 
God has afforded us, under the removal 
of our late SovEREIGN, by raiſing up a 
Prince of ſuch hopes to reign in his 
{ſtead : a PRINCE, born of the ſame illuſ- 
trious houſe ; whoſe countenance is the 
aſpect of dignity without arrogance, of 
manly thoughtfulneſs without ſeverity, of 
good ſenſe without aftectation ; whoſe 
character is ſo fair and honourable ; and 
in whom we have the higheſt reaſon to 
promiſe ourſelves, that he will act under the 
influence of the ſame noble principles, and 
purſue the ſame excellent meaſures of ad- 
miniſtration, as his departed Grand/ire : and 
more than this, who can expect or even 
deſire? (7) Thus « the Lord, who hath 
ce torn, hath alſo healed us; he, who hath 
te ſmitten, hath alſo bound us up.” How 
conſolatory and pleaſing muſt it be to 
that well-accompliſhed and amiable Princeſs, 
who has the honour to call our preſent So- 
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VEREIGN—S%7, under the very affecting 
loſs of her royal Conſort, and the other 
awful breaches that have been made on 
the family to which ſhe is related, to ſee 
one fo near her heart, filling the Briti 
throne, commencing Monarch of the ſeas, 
the terror of France, and the glory of diſ- 
tant lands! And how inexpreſſibly reviv- 
ing, my Countrymen, is the proſpect to 
us all ! How could our great loſs be better 
made up! What ſtronger comfort and en- 
couragement could have been afforded us. 


To God, then, let our devout prai- 
ſes aſcend, who has thus remembered 
his mercy towards us ; let his praiſes dwell 
on our lips, and to him let us pay the ho- 
mage of a chearful and regular obedience 
to all his righteous laws, 


For the King whom God has, in his 
abundant mercy, given to rule over us, 
let us offer up our fervent ſupplications, 
prayers, and interceſſions; to him let us 
ever reuder that honour, which is his due; 
and ſteadily approve ourſelves his obedient 
and affectionate ſubjects; remembering, 
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that this is well-pleaſing and acceptable in 
the fight of God. 


To conclude, That our Sovereign, 
GEORGE the Third, may be bleſſed 
with length of Days; that he may have 
the happineſs of ſeeing his kingdom great- 
ly flouriſh under his government ; and that 
he may be full of honour : may that God, 
who ruleth over all, and is the fountain of 
all good, of his infinite mercy grant ! 
And let all the people ſay, Amen, and 
Amen, 


F'IN1IS 


